We encourage you this week to pray for Republic of Zimbabwe
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Languages: 22
Largest Religion: Christian Pop%  AnnGr

Christians 9,861,088 77.99 1.1
Evangelicals 3,910,631 30.9 2.2

Challenges for Prayer
Young people have watched idealistic visions fade to empty slogans and oppressive misrule. They
constitute a huge swathe of the population, but have little reason to hope for improvement to their
difficult lot. Pray for the ministries of:
a) Fellowship of Christian Unions — FOCUS(IFES) has 50 groups with 5,000 students served by five full-
time and one part-time staff. In the midst of societal dysfunction the students continue to declare the
gospel and help where they can to serve the practical needs of the people.
b) Scripture Union has had a decisive impact on the educated via its work in secondary schools. They
impart life skills to younger students, work with orphans and children at risk and provide HIV/AIDS
education. Camp ministry has been especially fruitful. Pray for more Christian teachers to nurture this
work in their spare time.
c) African Enterprise impacts about 50,000 people and hundreds of churches per year with its youth-
oriented Foxfire ministries. This ministry, going since 1980, has spiritually shaped many of the nation’s
top Christian leaders.
Pray for the less-evangelized. Zimbabwe has been extensively evangelized, but areas of need remain:
the rural areas, the burgeoning cities, less-reached peoples and Muslims. They are a small minority but
wield disproportionate influence on the country through foreign aid “with strings”, mosque-building and
scholarships in Muslim universities. Most are Yao from Malawi, some are South Asian immigrants and a
few are indigenous Shona-speakers. Little Christian outreach has been made to win them and churches
are ill-equipped to do so.

Please see http://www.operationworld.org for more.

VERSE FOR THE WEEK (NKJV)
Psalm 103: 1-3 Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness;
Come before His presence with singing. Know that the Lord, He is God;

Today’s Service

Worship: Abri Communion: Warren (11) Translators: Tommy/Richard

Greeters: (9) Kelly/Gao Jing (11) Siak/Tony Reader: Shuping/Dale

SS Little Lambs: Prescy/Wena Angela/Emily

Kids for Christ:

Kuniko/Mike Flora/Maria
Bible Explorers:
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Worship Service
9am & 11 am

Prayers of Blessing
Preacher: Abri Brancken
Scriptures: Deuteronomy 8: 10-16

Pre-Service Prayer at 8:30 am in lounge - all welcome
Prayer Meeting every 2" & 4th Sunday at 7 pm
26t Nov
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WELCOME TO MAIRANGI BAY COMMUNITY CHURCH (MBCC)

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please go to the Welcome Corner after the service. We
have a small gift for you & will gladly answer your questions about our church. MBCC is an
intentionally multi-cultural church and welcomes and celebrates all languages & cultures.
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[ If you would like to hear a Chinese or Japanese translation, please ask for a headset ]
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A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR
Living a Lifestyle of Prayer
| read an article this week and in it the author wrote the following:

"It's said that you can tell the popularity of the church by the number who show up on Sunday
morning; you can tell the popularity of the church's pastor by the number who show up on Sunday
night; and you can tell the popularity of Jesus by the number who show up to the prayer meeting.”
Makes you think, doesn’t it?

If there is one activity that the Church is failing to give its proper attention to it is prayer. As
Christians we get excited to attend conferences, seminars, birthday parties and celebrations, but
we would try our best to find some kind of an excuse not to attend a prayer meeting. Maybe that is
the reason why, so many churches are failing in what the LORD has called them to do. Prayer is key
to spiritual breakthrough. “You do not have, because you do not ask” (James 4:2). How much
enjoyment of God’s presence and experience of his power for mission are we missing out on
because we do not ask God for them? When Jesus encouraged us “always to pray and not lose
heart” (Luke 18:1), he wasn’t telling us to do something that he himself didn’t need to do. Jesus
knew from his own human experience that he needed to ask his Father for everything, to ask him in
faith, and at times to persevere in prayer until the breakthrough came. As a believer you will grow
in intimacy with God as you take the time to talk with Him through prayer. How is your prayer life?

God bless you

Pastor AGri Brancken

Want to get to know more about us?

Please visit our website www.mairangichurch.org.nz
You'll find our weekly bulletin, learn more about our
Life Groups and other ministries, get linked to watch
our sermons and much more.

NEWS & EVENTS

Church Prayer Meeting - today

Welcome everyone! 7.00 pm @MBCC, bring your
problems and questions to the Lord, thanks and
praises as well!

Intersession for Sunday Service

If you would like to our intersession prayer group
before the Sunday Service, talk to Pastor Abri or
Elizabeth Busse to take part in a prayer training.

Baptism Sunday — today

There are five people will be baptized today. They
are Xun Wang, Janet Chen, Jie He, Lucy Ma and
Rayna Huang. Let’s celebrate together with the
angels in heaven!

Working Bee Needed — 2 Dec, Saturday
Anyone would like to help clean up the church
inside and outside, please come on 2 Dec,
Saturday morning, 9:30am ~12:30 pm.

End Year Appreciation BBQ Party — 2 Dec,
Saturday

If you have been involved in any ministries in the
church, or you would like to join, you are invited
to take part in the BBQ party on 2 Dec, Saturday.
If you would like to let your BBQ grill, please talk
to Pastor Abri.

“Israel & Church” @MBCC -7.00 pm, 10 Dec,
Sunday

A multi-church informative evening about God'’s
plan for Israel at end time led by Pastor Abri.
Chinese translation is available.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Church Office: 09 478-6314

Leading Pastor, Abri Brancken: 027 2104730
abri@mairangichurch.org.nz

Associate Pastor, David Yeh: 022 5220670
david@mairangichurch.org.nz

Chinese Pastoral Worker, Wendy Liu: 021 02654800
wendy@mairangichurch.org.nz

Church Administrator, Ann Yao : 021 2322009
ann@mairangichurch.org.nz

Children’s Ministry Director, TBD

PRAYER “and pray for one another’

James 5:16b. Please visit the Prayer Wall. Leave
prayers, answers to prayer or testimonies.
Remember to pray for these today and throughout
the week.

GIVE THANKS FOR

AGM last Sunday on which we reviewed for
previous year and are looking forward more
physical and spiritual expansion led by the Lord.
* Chinese Friday Evening Service last Friday.
e People who are willing to give testimonies and
have baptism today.

PRAY FOR

The Baptism today. May the Lord prepare
people’s heart and win their souls.

¢ The informative evening about God’s plan for
Israel on 10 Dec. May people’s eyes may be open
and the spirit may be lifted up, building up faith
upon God rather than on people.

e The renovation downstairs may be finished
efficiently as soon as possible, and it becomes a
precious experience of encounter God’s
provision and guidance.

e A committed and gifted Sunday School
coordinator for Children’s Ministry.

e Children in our church may be disciplined by
parents in God’s loving way. Give parents
wisdom and guidance to bring up children.

* Young adults in our church who have been
attending the mission courses given by Vision
School recently may have spiritual revival and
growth, eyes be opened and hearts be filled with
God'’s vision.

e People who are in needs, health problem,
financial, relationship, parenting, etc.

Time Changes during the Christmas Holiday

Only ONE church service (10.00 am Sunday)
on 315t Dec, 7t Jan, 14t Jan and 21t Jan.
Please be reminded and let people know so
that you won’t miss the service.

Office will be closed from 23" Dec to 7t" Jan
All staff are still on duty so they can be reached
through phone or email.

Worship Musicians Sound Communion Reader Greeters

Offering Count Translators

Flower Tea

David Yeh LuLu/Jeremy Louis/George/Ivy/lasper David Y (9) George/Alison Cindy/Abby/Fiona/Alison Ivy/LD Paul W/Leo Chen

Pinky Josephine/Laura/Cui Jiazhu/Helen Sun
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